About Initiatives

WHAT IS AN INITIATIVE?
Often referred to as “direct democracy,” the initiative
process is the power of the people to place measures on
the ballot. These measures can either create or change
statutes (including general obligation bonds) and amend
the California Constitution.

1. DRAFT THE TEXT

The first step in the process is drafting the text of the
proposed law (or measure). The proponent(s) or
author(s) of the measure can write the text themselves,
seek assistance from private lawyers, or request
assistance from the Office of Legislative Counsel.

2. TITLE AND SUMMARY

Once the text has been drafted, the proponent(s) must
submit a written request to the Attorney General, along
with the text of the measure and $200, for an official title
and summary of the measure. The Attorney General
prepares an official titte and summary and, if necessary,
requests a joint fiscal impact report from the Department
of Finance and the Joint Legislative Budget Committee.

3. PETITION CIRCULATION

Once an official tite and summary is issued by the
Attorney General, an official filing date is established and
a calendar of important filing deadlines is prepared for
the proponent(s) by the Secretary of State. The
proponent(s) have 150 days to circulate petitions for
signatures to qualify the measure for the ballot.

Proponent(s) must collect signatures equal to 5% of the
total number of votes cast for all candidates for Governor
at the last gubernatorial election to qualify an initiative
proposing to change California statutes. If an initiative
proposes to amend the California Constitution,
proponent(s) must collect signatures equal to 8% of the
total number of votes cast for all candidates for Governor
at the last gubernatorial election.

4. FILING AND CIRCULATION

Once the required number of signatures has been
collected, the proponent(s) must file the petitions with
the appropriate county elections officials for signature
verification. The initiative is considered qualified for the
ballot once the Secretary of State receives notification
from the county elections officials that the petitions have
been signed by the required number of registered voters.

5. PROPOSITION PLACED ON THE BALLOT FOR

VOTER APPROVAL

Once an initiative has qualified, it is placed on the next
statewide ballot. It must qualify at least 131 days before
the next statewide election at which it will be placed
before the voters. If approved by a simple majority vote,
the initiative takes effect the day after the election unless
another enactment date is specified in the text of the
measure.

For more information regarding the initiative process,
please visit the Secretary of State’s website at
http://www.sos.ca.qgov/elections/elections _h.htm or call
the Elections Division at

(916) 657-2166.
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